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King Dyke Nature Reserve has been created in what was formerly 1. A  pond dipping platform has been constructed adjacent to 8. The rear slopes to the site were very uniform and 
known as Central No 1 Pit.  a small pool in the reedbed. ecologically quite uninteresting. A terrace has been cut 

into the rear slope which has now turned into a shallow 
The area was first dug in the 1920’s by the Central Brick Company 2. Existing areas of reed have been maintained and enhanced  wetland with ponds which are used by great crested newts 
and was completed in the 1940’s/50’s The resulting excavation is to encourage birds such as reed warbler and moorhen. and water vole. 
over 16 hectares in size and extends to a depth of more than 16m 
below sea level. 3. A large topsoil mound was cleared to create a shallow 9. Some features of the original clay pit have been retained, 

muddy feeding area for wading birds such as a spectacular bare face by the disused nursery.
The development of the reserve began in 1995, when Hanson Brick 
acquired the brickworks and submitted a restoration plan as part of 4. A portion of the lake was split off with a clay bund to form a 10. A nature trail and orienteering course has been created 
a planning requirement.  pond for breeding dragonflies. around parts of the site to identify main features of interest.

An assessment of the site soon showed that a range of interesting 5. A number of islands were created to provide safe breeding 11. A  tall conifer screen along the boundary to the old nursery 
habitats had already developed in the southern and central parts areas for a range of ground nesting birds such as lapwing. adds habitat diversity.
where little or no development had taken place since the 1950’s.  
The northern parts of the site had been subject to constant 6. A spacious hide has been constructed at the waters edge to 12. The southern slopes to the site consist of a range of open 
disturbance and many areas were completely bare where the blue allow close views of the wildlife grassland and scrub habitat, adding diversity to the 
clay was at the surface. It was felt that there was much scope for wetland habitats on the floor of the reserve. These support 
enhancement in these areas. 7. Islands used by breeding terns and black headed gulls in reptiles such as common lizard, grass snake and slow 

summer and loafing ducks in winter. worm.
Re-shaping of these slopes took place in 1996 and many 
subsequent features have been developed to allow the site to be 13. The reserve extension including a large reedbed which 
used and enjoyed by school children and other interested local supports spectacular birds such as marsh harrier and 
people.  A brief description of these features of the reserve (cross bittern. This is overlooked by a separate hide.
referenced to the photograph) can be seen opposite. 

Please note this photograph was taken in 2000 so not all the 
features are now visible due to the trees having grown up.
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