
WELCOME TO THE KINGS DYKE RIG SITE
(Regionally Important Geological/Gemorphological Site)

 

WHAT IS A RIGS SITE?

RIGS stands for Regionally Important Geological or Geomorphological 
Site. The site is designated as regionally important if it has either 
Historic, Aesthetic, Educational or Scientific value. There are RIG Sites 
all over the UK, which are designated and maintained by small 
voluntary groups. The UK RIGS Group provides support and a network 
between the small RIGS Groups over the UK.

STRATIGRAPHY 

Stratigraphy is a way of looking at the different layers 
of rocks and soils to see how and when they were 
deposited. Different layers of materials were laid 
down depending on many factors including climate, 
landscape, moisture and vegetation at the time. The 
Oxford Clay was formed as fine sediments settled on 
the bottom of the sea. Changes in how the clay was 
deposited can be seen by the lighter shell beds and 
the darker band.

PLEASE DO NOT CROSS THE BARRIER 
FENCE. QUARRY WORKINGS CAN BE 
VERY DANGEROUS.

LAND MASSES IN THE JURASSIC PERIOD 

160 million years ago, all the continental land masses were clumped 
together in a super-continent which we call PANGEA. The TETHYS 
Ocean separated the North and South arms of the C- shaped land 
masses, under which lay most of what is now Western Europe. It was 
here in the shallow clear sea that the Oxford Clay was deposited. 
Since then the continents have drifted apart, mountains have 
formed, the land has been uplifted and climates, plants and animals 
have changed to what we know today. Look at the map of Pangea 
and see if you can find where the countries were located in the 
Jurassic times. 

WHY IS THIS MATERIAL QUARRIED?

Oxford Clay has played a significant role in the brick making industry, 
producing the famously known brick ‘the Fletton’ at this site. The brick 
has become well known due to the way it’s made. There is a high 
amount of organic material in the Oxford Clay, which helps the brick 
making process. Bricks are made by baking or firing clay in a kiln (a 
type of oven), until it goes hard. This clay is known as self-firing as once 
it gets hot, the organic material in it starts to burn and produces heat to 
bake the clay into bricks. This means less fuel is needed to fire the 
bricks.

WHY IS KINGS DYKE A RIG SITE?

The Oxford Clay at this site has played a major part in the heritage and 
wealth of Peterborough. It has contributed in the development of 
cultural communities and has provided some extremely important 
scientific research into fossil dating. King’s Dyke has also produced 
some of the world’s best specimens of marine reptiles, which are 
displayed in the Peterborough Museum and the Natural History 
Museum, London.
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